
What you can do
• Set a regular bed time and morning

routine. 

• Lay out clothes and pack backpacks
the night before. 

• Find out what day school starts and
make sure your child has the
required shots. 

• Introduce your child to his/her
teachers and classmates before
school starts to help them transition. 

• Don’t let your child stay home
unless he/she is truly sick. Keep in
mind complaints of a stomach ache
or headache can be a sign of anxiety
and not a reason to stay home. 

• If your child seems anxious about
going to school, talk to teachers,
school counselors, or other parents
for advice on how to make he/she
feel comfortable and excited about
learning. 

• Develop back-up plans for getting
to school if something comes up.
Call on a family member, a
neighbor, or another parent. 

• Avoid medical appointments and
extended trips when school is in
session. 

* Remember to let the attendance office
know when your child is absent.

Compulsory School Attendance
Texas Education Code Sec. 25.085

Good attendance is important for many reasons. Your
child receives the maximum benefit of education by being
in school every day, and numerous studies show a strong
link between academic performance and consistent
attendance. Because attendance is so critical for the
success of your child's education, Texas has a Compulsory
Attendance Law. State law requires students to attend
school each day for the entire period of the program that
instruction is provided.

Kindergarten students are subject to compulsory school
attendance rules while they are enrolled in school.

90 Percent Rule 
Texas Education Code Sec. 25.085

In addition to the Compulsory Attendance Law, there is
the 90 Percent Rule, which states that students must
attend class for 90 percent of the time it is offered to
receive credit for the class regardless of whether the
student’s absences are excused or unexcused.

A student from kindergarten through grade 12 shall not
be given credit or a final grade for a class unless the
student is in attendance 90 percent of the days the class is
offered.  Excessive absences could cause a student to be
retained even with passing grades in all classes.

Attending school regularly helps children feel
better about school—and themselves. Start

building this habit in preschool so they
learn right away that going to school
on time, every day is important. Good
attendance will help children do well

in high school, college,
and at work.

Help your child succeed in school:

Build the Habit of Good Attendance Early 
School success goes hand-in-hand with good attendance!


